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If you write a new preface for this third edition (I see no real
need for writing anything new at all), I think it should only be
something formal. It isn't really possible for you to say why I
withdraw my bit, ('he felt he had acted like a tourist, & scribbled
his name on a monument7 .. . but you are the monument, & it
wouldn't be manners to call yourself that), and I don't see why
the public should want to know at all.
If I were you I'd change the photograph for the reproduction
of the French sketch of you in Damascus, & let it go out without
new work at all 1
Though of course if you feel inclined to say anything it's worth
saying: only don't say it just because Cape wants it!
There'll be a fourth edition in 1922, I expect. Please get an
increased royalty every time. A.D. should be a little gold mine,
eventually. Yours sincerely                                  T E LAWRENCE
[On Jupe 3Oth, 1921, 'Our most trusty and well-beloved
Thomas Edward Lawrence Esquire, Lieutenant Colonel in Our
Army, Companion of Our Most Honourable Order Of the
Bath, Companion of Our Distinguished Service Order', had been
appointed a plenipotentiary under the great seal of England to
treat with the King of the Hejaz. Lawrence preserved this
document and, strange to say, took it to Uxbridge R.A.F. depot
with him the following year, when he enlisted under the name of
J. H. Ross and was anxious to hide his identity!
Lawrence left for Arabia on July 8th, 1921, going to Jidda,
to negotiate with King Hussein. It was during this summer that
he had the two carved doors of teak, now at Clouds Hill but at
one time at Pole Hill, Chingford, sent back to England.
From the Hejaz, Lawrence went down to Aden during the
summer and returned to Trans-Jordan in the early autumn,
meeting his mother and his brothers at Jerusalem, and driving
with them to Es-Salt. The Lawrences' home in Oxford had been
disposed of earlier in the year. His elder brother, Dr. M. R.
Lawrence, was on his way out to join the China Inland Mission,
where his mother followed him a year later.
The establishment of Abdulla in Trans-Jordan was due not to
Lawrence, or to the decisions of the Cairo Conference, but chiefly
to Abdulla's own initiative in going there. Lawrence explained the
matter in a conversation which Liddell Hart summarised as follows.